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intended to refer to certain features of army organisation in
historical times, including the technique of warfare* It
must be admitted at the outset that the details available
on the subject are insufficient to complete the picture,
though we are in possession of fuller information regarding
the Vijayanagara army. The four components of the army
known as Caturanga in ancie'nt India viz., foot, horse,
elephant and chariot, must have been common in ancient
Karnataka and in the early centuries of the Christian era.1
The use of the chariot in the later period is doubtful since it"
is conspicuous by its absence in the carvings on hero-stones*
though it is prominently to be seen in temple sculptures.
It is very likely that the drawing of the chariots in the friezes
of temples in Karnatka, chiefly in the Hoysala period, may
have been based on the description in the epics rather than
on actual observation. Hiuen Tsiang, who described the
Calukyan army in some detail, refers to elephants but not to
chariots. From his statement that "The king, proud of
possessing these men and elephants, despises and slights the
neighbouring kidgdoms"/ it appears that infantry and
elephants formed the most prominent and powerful compo-
nents of the Karnataka army. "The fifth arm, the
camel, is mentioned in a Hoysala inscription of 1262" *
and it is guessed that this feature was imported from
the North by the Yadavas and copied by the Kar-
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